CONSUMERS DONATES TOWARD MURAL

Consumers Energy re-
cently donated the last
$25,000 piece to the Glid-
den Parker Mural projects
puzzle.

The Jackson-based en-
ergy provider announced it’s
$25,000 donation last month,
rounding out $435,000 in
corporate, foundation and
grant funds that account for
75 percent of the total proj-
ect costs.

The $583,000 project calls
for the construction of a new
facility in Horace Blackman
Park that will not only pro-
tect and preserve the large,
lighted mural designed by
famed artist Glidden Parker,
but will also include an art
exhibit, a stage for outdoor
music and a drop-down pro-
jector for summer movie
nights in downtown Jackson,
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Trews work on the Glidden Parker mural project in downtown Jackson.

With 2016 behind us
and 2017 now in full swing,
Jackson residents and those
in the community have
much to look forward to in
the coming year.

A number of projects in
downtown Jackson that be-
gan simply as an idea will so
be brick and mortar build-
ings, complete and full of
new City residents.

The Lofts on Louis de-
velopment is scheduled to
be constructed this year, as
is the Glidden Parker mural
structure in Horace Black-
man Park.

With  more  people
downtown, every resident
- whether they reside in the
City’s core or not - will see
benefits with the increase in
tax revenue into City cof-

fers. Those taxes paid by
residents living downtown
and property owners own-
ing downtown mean more
infrastructure and road im-
provements in the years to
come, all across the City. It
means more street sweep-
ing for residents all across
the community. It means a
healthier and more vibrant
community as a whole.

The announcement that
Commonwealth Associates
is planning to consolidate
three locations and move
their headquarters to the
corner of Blackstone and
Louis Glick is the biggest
news to hit the City since I
took this office one year ago.

Rest assured, the City
and its employees will work
diligently to assist the engi-

neering firm as best we can
to help in their move within
the City limits.

If completed, some 150-
200 highly-paid, well-educat-
ed professionals will work and
play in downtown Jackson,
serving as another catalyst to
the community as a whole.

The downtown is likely
to look very different in two
to three years, and in posi-
tive and exciting ways.

As the weather warms,
residents should expect
more infrastructure proj-
ects in their future, includ-
ing reconstruction of Louis
Glick Highway, Washing-
ton Avenue and Michigan
Avenue from the City limits
to the downtown loop.

This year, as with every
year, City staft and elected

A Message from Jackson Mayor Bill Jors

officials will work diligently
to better the community we
all call home.

For these reasons and

others, the future looks
bright in Jackson!

Mayor Bill Jors




DID YOU KNOW?

Where Your Property Taxes Go

Winter tax season is
underway, with Feb. 14
the deadline to pay one’s
tax bill, and City property
owners should know where
those hard-earned tax dol-
lars go.

Every year, property
owners are billed twice -
once in the winter and once
in the summer, and each
bill contains a wide vari-
ety of millages that fund
everything from the local
prison to Jackson College.

Property owners within
the City of Jackson and
within the Jackson Pub-
lic Schools district are re-

viewed here. Those who
live outside the JPS dis-
trict or have tax exemp-
tions would pay different
amounts than shown.

Now, let’s take a closer
look and how a typical
property tax bill in Jackson
is broken down.

For every dollar one
pays annually in property
taxes within the City and
within the JPS district, the
majority, or 33 cents, goes
to Jackson Public Schools.
Next on the list is the City,
which receives 26 cents of
every property tax dollar
annually. Of that 26 cents,

the majority is set aside to
pay the pensions of retired
firefighters and police of-
ficers. Jackson County ISD
receives roughly 14 percent
of property tax revenues,
with the State Education
Tax garnering 9 cents on
every dollar.

Jackson County receives
8 cents, while the City
DDA and Jackson College
receive 3 cents and 2 cents,
respectively.

Rounding out one’s tax
bill is everything from the
medical care facility, jail,
libraries and the Jackson
Transportation Authority.

Percentages of Property Tax Dollars
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“Like” the City of Jackson’s Facebook page
for up-to-date information on what’s
happening in your community!
www.facebook.com/cityofjacksonmi/
J
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presented by the Downtown
Development Authority.

“Beyond its historical and
artistic value, this project
will be a focal point in the
transformation of downtown
Jackson,” said Derek Dobies,
6th Ward Councilman and
project spokesman. “Under
the strong leadership of Patti
Poppe, Consumers Energy
continues to be a major play-
er in downtown Jackson’s re-
development. This donation
underscores that commit-
ment.”

Consumers Energy Presi-
dent and CEO Patti Poppe
said Consumers Energy is
excited to see the City’s core
continue to grow.

“Whether it’s new hous-
ing, employers, restaurants,
store or projects like this, we
are excited to see downtown
Jackson flourish,” she said.

Construction crews be-
gan work on the downtown
landmark late last sum-
mer, with a completion date
scheduled for this spring.

Consumers Energy is the
last in a long list of donors
for the project, including the
National Endowment for the
Arts ($50,000), the Michigan
Council for Arts and Cultural
Affairs ($75,000), CP Feder-
al Credit Union ($150,000),
The Weatherwax Founda-
tion ($50,000), the Phil & Pat
Willis Foundation ($20,000),
Dawn Foods Foundation
($20,000), Alro Steel Foun-
dation ($20,000), Experience
Jackson ($25,000), and the
Jackson Public Arts Com-
mission ($148,000).

The total cost of the proj-
ect is $583,000 after contrac-
tors provided a bid savings
of more than $40,000.
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